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SEPTEMBER 2009 NEWSLETTER 
 

Minutes of Last Meeting 
7

th
 August was the annual catered dinner provided by Joe 

Morleyôs BBQ.  The food was great and the attendance was 

good. 

 

Next Meetings 
Saturday, 19

th
 September 10:00a to Noon ï Skypark Open 

House of projects at everyoneôs Hangers. 

 

Saturday, 10
th

 October, 10:00 to 11:30am ï Womenôs 

Presentations, with a Hamburger/Hot Dog lunch after the 

presentations.  Lunch cost is $6.00 per person. 

 

Upcoming Events 
¶ Sept 11

th
 & 12

th
 - Sanpete County Fly-in @ Mt. 

Pleasant, Utah, Friday night, the Guest Speaker is SR 71 

Pilot, Gil Bertelson, see www.sanpeteflyin.org for details. 

¶ Sept 25
th

-26
th

 ï Wendover Airshow 

Volunteers needed to help with airplane parking.  Join the 

list of experimentals for display.  Contact Doug Benson 

801-255-0954, or Glen Olsen 801-943-2931. 

¶ October 22
nd

 - 25
th

 - Copperstate EAA Regional Fly-In    

For info see www.copperstate.org    

 

Articles 
 

Presidentôs Newsletter from August 

It has been a long hot spell. Flying an RV on a hot 

sunny day makes for a very warm flight. We havenôt been flying 

much this summer. It seems the hot plane takes too much out of 

us. 

By the time you get this letter the catered dinner will be 

over with, sorry Dana and I couldnôt be there. We already had 

plane tickets to Texas that couldnôt be changed. We hope 

everyone had a great time. We were told that there were very 

few RSVPs coming in. Hope it all worked out. 

There are a few things coming up, be sure to check the 

website for upcoming events. We need a good turnout at the Mt. 

Pleasant flyin and Young Eagles Flights. 

 Because of the conflict with the dates,  there will not be 

a local chapter meeting in September.  Most of us will be at the 

Mt. Pleasant fly in I hope. 

 We have been busy in the hanger and havenôt kept up 

on much else this summer. It is starting to take shape but is a lot 

of work. 

 Hope to see you in Mt. Pleasant in September. 

Bill  

 

Presidentôs Newsletter for September 

 Another month has gone by and it was a hot one.  Dana 

and I went to Ft. Worth this month to visit her son, sorry we had 

to miss the B/Q. We heard it went well and all had a good time.  

 We decided to fly commercial to Ft Worth. Nothing 

but mechanical problems. It took twelve and a half hours to get 

from our house to DFW. It would have taken six with stops to 

fly ourselves there. Coming back wasnôt much better.  

 Lots to look forward to this month. The Young Eagles 

at Mt. Pleasant, open house at Skypark and the Wendover air 

show. I might be going to the Reno Air Races the Saturday of 

the Skypark open house. If that happens the EAA Hanger wonôt 

be open. Iôve never been there and have an offer from a friend to 

take me. They say itôs like Air Venture, everybody ought to go 

at least once.  

 Octoberôs meeting is the Ladyôs presentation month. 

Last year was a blast and we had the biggest turn out ever. This 

year hamburgers and hot dogs will follow it. Looking forward to 

it.  

 Have a good month.  

Bill  

 

Highlights from Oskosh 2009 

Collected by our own Dave Egelston 

 

Wooden Prop Carving 

 Jerry Thornhill laminated the blank from birch and 

walnut, and then bandsawed out the "front view" of the prop. He 

chainsawed it to the lines he drew, and finished with various 

sanders. He checked symmetry side to side with pieces of square 

section lead which he bent to conform to the shape and then 

compared to the equidistant station on the opposite blade. Last 

picture is a prop that he built previously. It's mounted on an 

http://www.sanpeteflyin.org/
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Anzani three cylinder which will power a replica of the airplane 

in which Louis Bleriot first flew the English Channel. 

Wooden Prop Carving 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Randall Fishman and ElectraFlyer 

 Randall Fishman has been a busy EAA member.  At 

Oshkosh in 2007, he was honored with the Grand Champion 

Award in the ultralight category for his electric powered trike. 

In 2008, he took home the Dr. August Raspet Memorial Award 

for his ElectraFlyer-C, an electric powered Moni motor glider 

conversion. It would fly for an hour and a half in still air on 70 
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cents worth of electricity, and had flown for five hours using 

regenerative power capture while thermaling. This year he was 

there with the ElectraFlyer-X, a two place, 80 mph cruise, 49.5 

foot wingspan, composite, electric powered motor glider. He 

hopes to encourage the FAA to enact a rule change which would 

allow electric power in Light Sport Aircraft. 

 

 
 

Vintage Grill 

 The Vintage Grill has opened next to vintage aircraft 

parking. It offers white tablecloth dining within the AirVenture 

grounds. Adult beverages are available after the afternoon 

airshow concludes. A live jazz quartet plays in the evenings. 

 

Randy Babbitt 

The newly appointed FAA Administrator is an aviation 

industry veteran and EAA member. 

 

51% Rule 

 The draft of the final report on amateur building leaves 

the 51% rule intact. The proposed 20/20/11 formula has been 

dropped. The final report may have been released by the time 

this newsletter reaches you. 

 

Oxy-Hydrogen Welding 

 The gas welding forum presented information on oxy-

hydrogen welding of aluminum. The flame seems to be softer 

and less likely to melt a hole in the workpiece. Oxy-hydrogen 

aluminum welding was used up through WWII. Acetylene was 

in short supply during the war and most of it went to the 

shipyards. 

 

Airbus A380 and Cri-Cri 

 The largest aircraft that has flown into Oshkosh 

brought along the world's smallest multi-engine aircraft in it's 

cargo bin. The A380's arrival show was notable for the high 

angles of attack allowed by the computerized fly-by-wire flight 

control system, and the low noise levels of the engines at traffic 

pattern thrust levels. The Cri-Cri which arrived with the A380 

first appeared in Oshkosh in 1981. The pilot who brought the 

Cri-Cri from France in 1981 was one of the pilots who flew the 

A380 into Oshkosh. 

 

 
 

WhiteKnightTwo (WK2) 

 The WhiteKnightTwo flew into Oshkosh while still in 

flight test mode. Taped-on vortex generators were a testament to 

Burt Rutan's philosophy of getting the design into the air to do 

the fine tuning. The WK2 did some flight demonstrations which 

Burt thought were a bit on the mild side. Without any payload 

such as the SpaceShipTwo, the WK2 is considerably overbuilt. 

Structures such as the engine pylons were beefed up so as not to 

limit the load factor when there is no payload. The result is an 

aircraft capable of nearly 7 g's, and with a thrust to weight ratio 

approaching 1.  To equalize the thermal expansion and 

contraction of the fuselage and the control cables, the control 

cables are also made of carbon fiber.  

 "If you're going to name a mother ship," Sir Richard 

Branson quipped, "you might as well name it after your own 

mother." The craft is named after Branson's mother Eve, and the 

nose art was developed from a picture of her when she was a 

young woman. 

 


